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During the last week, the export market of grains in Russia did not show any essential changes compared to the same previous period. As before, according to market participants, the level of trading activity was rather low. Not all export-oriented companies showed the real interest in purchases of wheat, due to the unfavorable unbalance of the world and domestic grain markets situations as the main reason. The dynamics of purchasing prices showed rather alternate character.

Several companies-exporters continued decreasing purchasing prices for feed wheat, the discount level mainly totaled 50-100 RUR/t. At the same time, exporters (single companies), interested in activation of grain supplies
Forecast for the next week: we expect for forthcoming ending of bearish tendencies on the market of wheat in Russia, the further lowering of prices is improbable.

28Sep09 RTRS-Russian grain export prices stable - analysts

Russian grain export prices were stable last week, while a stronger rouble resulted in a slight increase in dollar- denominated prices within the domestic market, agricultural analysts said on Monday. 

 Ordinary wheat forward export prices were around $160 per tonne, free on board Novorossiysk, and barley remained stable at $125-130 per tonne, the Institute for Agricultural Market Studies (IKAR) said. 

"Domestic internal dollar prices have slightly strengthened, mainly due to weakened dollar values, as well as due to the fact the domestic wheat market is very weak and producers are keeping the nominal rouble prices," IKAR said. 

 Exporters kept prices for fourth-grade wheat at 4,200-4,500 roubles ($139.7-$149.7) per tonne, CPT Novorossiisk, analyst group SovEcon said. At shallow-water ports, prices fell to 3,800-4,300 roubles per tonne from 4,000-4,200 a week earlier. 

 In European Russia, rising supplies from the new crop and relatively low demand kept a lid on prices, SovEcon said. 

 SovEcon said fourth-grade wheat prices fell by 75 roubles to 3,600 roubles per tonne in this part of the country, while feed wheat declined by 125 roubles to 2,375 roubles per tonne. 

 In Siberia, third-grade milling wheat prices fell by 500 roubles to 3,800-4,300 roubles per tonne, close to the European part of Russia, it said. 

 IKAR said domestic prices for third-grade wheat rose by $6 to $141 per tonne, fourth-grade by $3 to $119 per tonne and feed wheat by $1 to $96 per tonne. 

Feed barley declined by $7 to $76 per tonne, while maize was unchanged at $126 per tonne, IKAR said. 

New-crop sunseed prices have increased to $325-330 per tonne in comparison with $310-325 a week earlier, IKAR said. 

SovEcon said prices had risen by about 100 roubles to 10,350 roubles per tonne, as crushers continued raising bid prices on fears that the new crop may be lower than expected. 

Crude sunoil prices declined, both SovEcon and IKAR said. 

Dollar-denominated white sugar prices fell to $758 per tonne from $773 per tonne a week ago on rising domestic beet sugar supply, IKAR said, adding it expected a further price decline.
Kazakhstan sees grain harvest at up to 18 mln T

Kazakhstan, Central Asia's largest grain producer, has raised its outlook for this year's harvest and exports as it approaches the end of its harvesting campaign, the agriculture minister said on Monday. 

"The grain harvest will be ... 17-18 million tonnes in clean weight," Akylbek  Kurishbayev told Reuters in a brief interview. He said exports of Kazakh grain were estimated at 7 million to 8 million tonnes. 

The government earlier estimated the 2009 harvest at 17.3 million tonnes and exports at 7 million tonnes. 

"Harvesting is complete on 85 percent of the sown area," Kurishbayev said. "We have 17.7 million tonnes in bunker weight today." 

Kazakhstan exports grain, mostly wheat, to its Central Asian neighbours as well as Iran, Afghanistan and Caucasus countries. 
"The quality of the Kazakh grain is very good this year," Kurishbayev said.
30Sep09 -Australia grain handlers' export licences renewed

 Australia's top three grain handling firms have had their wheat export licences renewed ahead of a Sept. 30 deadline following an agreement on the operation of their export terminals, the wheat export regulator said on Wednesday. 

The regulator, Wheat Exports Australia (WEA), said the licences of ABB Grain Ltd, now a unit of Canada's Viterra, GrainCorp Ltd and CBH Group unit GrainPool, had been renewed following the three firms undertaking to allow competitors fair and transparent access to their ports. 

 The three firms, which operate most of Australia's grain ports, on Thursday were cleared by Australia's competition regulator after submitting revised plans concerning the use of their ports by rival firms. 

WEA said four other firms also had their export licences renewed, completing the renewal of the licences of all 23 currently accredited exporters under Australia's bulk wheat export marketing system.
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